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MORE FROM BUSINESS INSIDER
Facebook Pays $20K Bounty To
Researcher Who Found A Major Security
Flaw In Facebook Before Hackers Did
(FB)
What I Learned About Technology After
Talking To A Bunch Of Teenagers This
Weekend
Photos Allegedly Show The New Colorful
Casings For The Low-Cost iPhone (AAPL)
Why It Doesn't Make Sense For Microsoft
To Make Its Own Phone (MSFT, NOK)
Google Will Kill Its Popular News-Reading
App Tomorrow, So Use These Instead
(GOOG)

Two years ago, a Stanford business school student
named Tristan Walker sent Foursquare cofounders
Dennis Crowley and Naveen Selvadurai an email
out of the blue, asking for a job.
Today, Tristan is Foursquare's director of business
development. During his tenure, he's built
partnerships between Foursquare and huge brands
such as Bravo, MTV, CNN, New York Times, NBA

and Starbucks.
To celebrate the two year anniversary of the email, Tristan just published it on his personal
blog, along with some notes:
Today marks two years since i sent my very first email to dennis and naveen (wow i
was such a nerd! ha). naveen sent a reminder to team foursquare today and i thought
i’d share it on my blog. Man, how times have changed:
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1. BART strike 'extremely likely,' union leaders
say
2. Kennedy refuses to halt gay marriages in
Calif.
3. SF transit talks with unions, management to
resume
4. Palo Alto is the second ‘most educated’ place
in U.S.
5. Two-level luxury condo in Pacific Heights
6. 21st Annual Dyke March
7. Mortgage interest rates on upswing: Here’s
the pocketbook impact

Today's Deal

$25 -- Waterfront Wine & Apps for 2 in
Sausalito, Reg. $51

Hey Dennis and Naveen
SALE ENDS IN

5d:06h:44m

How’s it going? Hope all is well!

PRICE

$25

My name is Tristan Walker and Im a first year student (going into my
second year) at Stanford Business School (originally from New York).
Im a huge fan of what you both have built and excited about what you
guys have planned for FourSquare. It is an awesome , awesome service.
I would love to chat with you guys at some point, if you’re available,
about FourSquare. This year, I’m looking to help out and work
extremely hard for a startup with guys I can learn a ton from. Dennis,

Video: Latest Business Updates

with your experience at Google and the Dodgeball product, and Naveen,
with your experience at Sun and engineering in general, I know I could
learn a great deal from you both!
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Before business school, I was an oil trader on Wall Street for about
two years and hated it! Moved out to the Bay/Stanford to pursue my
passion for entrepreneurship and the startup world. This past spring I

Marriott's New CEO Courts Millennial
Traveler…

had the opportunity to work for Twitter as an intern and learned a
ton. Solidified my commitment to working at a startup that I’m
passionate about, and FourSquare is one of those startups that I
believe in.
I know you guys are probably getting inundated with internship-type
requests, but thought it’d be worth a shot! I can assure you Im humble
and Im hungry! Let me know if you’d be interested in chatting further.
I definitely look forward to hearing from you.
Stay awesome!
Tristan
@tristanwalker
———————————————————————tristan j. walker | mba class of 2010
stanford graduate school of business

A few things to note here:
i spelled foursquare “FourSquare”…capital F and capital S….TWICE! (so taboo these
days) ha. Talk about green…and who says “stay awesome!” (hilarity!)
i sent this email after really thinking hard about this post from Jenn Van Grove at
Mashable (thx jenn!). After reading, i IMMEDIATELY started to think about the
potential for merchants and brands to start interacting with customers in ways that
have never been done before. I read that post in May of that year I believe and signed
up that same day

FROM OUR HOMEPAGE

After my using foursquare everyday for about two months I knew i had to work for the
company. On July 16th i scoured the internets, found Dennis and Naveen’s emails
(#crazytristan) and shot them an email right away. This was before they even had
@foursquare.com email addresses (and well before our series A round).
This is the first of 8 emails i sent Dennis/Naveen. They both must have thought I was
crazy. On the 8th email Dennis replied
“you know what, i just may take you up on some of this, are you ever in nyc?”
-dennis

Final Prop. 8 appeal fails
Justice Kennedy rejects request as S.F. Pride
Parade starts.

You could tell he was a bit annoyed (sorry dennis! oh well…ha) I thought on it for a
little bit, and replied back (something along the lines of…):
hey dennis, yeh I was planning on being in ny tomorrow [i was in LA at the time!…and no, i definitely had
zero plans to be in NYC] how about we meet up live at your offices?
-tristan

then i booked my flight that night, flew out the following morning, hung out with him
and naveen for a week and one month later I was full time at good ol foursquare
which brings me to the last point. a lot of folks ask me how Ive been able to secure

‘Most educated’ cities
Palo Alto comes in second and another Bay Area
city makes list, but Maryland community is No. 1.

some pretty cool spots at awesome companies and my answer is always the same. “be
so enamored with the product that you would work for the company even if they didnt
hire you….more importantly find where the needs are within the organization and be
willing to do whatever it takes to help them fill the need (work for free even!)…and
MOST importantly make sure that youre filling a need that the organization doesnt
have the resources to fill on its own. If a company is not willing to let a hungry,
passionate, smart, unpaid advocate of the product help the organization to fill that
need (when it doesnt have the resources to do it itself) then you probably shouldnt be
working at the company anyway. They’re just being arrogant”…Dennis and Naveen

Pacific Heights luxury condo
Two-level home has 3 bedrooms, sweeping views
of the San Francisco skyline. Asking $5.995M.

made pretty clear that their passion was with product (and theyre the best in the world
at it). I knew i could help them (without much guidance and hand holding) to think
through the business opportunities / potential for foursquare. And i did it for free (for
30 days at least :)). I gained their trust, which was most important.
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The past two years for me have been nothing short of amazing. Dennis/Naveen didnt
have to but they gave me a shot and really did change my life. I owe those guys a ton
and im truly appreciative of it all. Now, back to work…. :)
Please follow Business Insider on Twitter and Facebook.
Join the conversation about this story »
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